
BOOK NOTES 
 
C. Sheil (Ed)  
The State of Industrial Relations  
H.V. Evatt Foundation, Sydney, 2008, 104 pp., $24.95 plus $5 postage. 
Available from the Evatt Foundation at Trades Hall, 4 Goulburn St. 
Sydney, 2000. 

The WorkChoices legislation was one of the most destinctive policy 
commitments of the Howard government.  The Your Rights at Work 
campaign was a key element in its defeat.  As Chris Sheil notes in his 
introduction to this volume, the campaign gained much impact from use 
of TV advertisements – such as the fraught woman, trying to balance 
shift work and childcare, being threatened by her boss over the phone.  
Critical analyses of WorkChoices by industrial relations researchers and 
political economists also provided important ammunition to the struggle: 
these included the special WhoseChoices? issue of the Journal of 
Australian Political Economy (December 2005), a special issue of the 
Economic and Labour Relations Review (2006), David Peetz’s book 
Brave New Workplace (2006) and a special issue of the Evatt 
Foundation’s State of the States that emphasised ‘the State of Industrial 
Relations’.  It is hard to recall any other process in which the 
contribution of Australian political economy and industrial relations 
researchers was so closely linked to effective activism – and political 
success. 

The new volume from the Evatt Foundation originated with invitations to 
contributors to its earlier volume to revisit their analyses in the light of 
subsequent developments – before and since the general election.  In 
some cases, alternative contributors needed to be found; and other 
articles were added to give the volume contemporary relevance – such as 
Julia Gillard’s view on ‘Forward with Fairness’, ACTU President Jeff 
Lawrence’s thoughts on what ‘A New Settlement’ should comprise, and 
Chris White’s continuing concerns about how the right to strike has been 
undermined.  Some other useful chapters deal with the future of 
federalism in the industrial relations system; the ‘mysterious’ role that 
notions of productivity play in industrial relations; the assault on 
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collective bargaining; the Howard Government’s ‘fairness’ test that was 
‘too little too late’; gender inequalities; and the adverse consequences of 
WorkChoices for children and young people in the workforce.  Chris 
Shiel’s introduction sets the scene, with its evocation of Sidney and 
Beatrice Webb’s views on the age-old preference by the owners of 
capital for individual contracts rather than collective bargaining – plus ca 
change.   

 
Kathie Muir  
Worth Fighting For: Inside the ‘Your rights at Work’ Campaign  
UNSW Press, Sydney, 256 pp, $34.95 

This is the detailed story of the ‘Your Rights at Work’ campaign.  It 
looks at how the unions got mobilised, how the campaign developed, the 
role of the media and the influence on the election that saw the Howard 
government removed from office.  The author sets the campaign in 
context by looking at the general state of the union movement when 
WorkChoices was introduced and at the role of media-driven politics.  It 
also looks at how the YRaW campaign reconnected workplace issues to 
broader concerns about contemporary life, including economic security 
and work-life balance.  The story is told in an engaging way, complete 
with photos demonstrations of rallies, street-stalls and stills from YRaW 
television advertisements.  There’s lots of lessons here about balancing 
industrial, educational and electoral elements in campaigning for political 
economic change.  The big question that remains, of course, is ‘where to 
now?’  As the ACTU prepares for an advertising campaign criticising the 
Rudd government’s IR policies, it is clear that the struggle is far from 
over … 

 
Tom Bramble  
Trade Unionism in Australia: a History from Flood to Ebb Tide  
Cambridge University Press, Melbourne, 2008, 293 pp. 

Tom Bramble’s new book provides an account of Australian trade 
unionism since the second world war.  The period from 1945 to 1967 is 
dealt with fairly briefly, and then more detail is given to the periods 
1968-74 (‘the flood tide’), 1974-83 (‘the stand-off’) and 1983-2007 (the 
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‘ebb tide’).  The Accord gets strong criticism because it required restraint 
of workers’ wages and rejection of militant union activity in favour of 
‘top down’ deals negotiated between the ACTU officials and the leaders 
of the Federal ALP government.  It is regarded as paving the way for, 
and leaving workers exposed to, the explicitly anti-union policies of the 
Howard government.  As Bramble writes (on p180), ‘after years of 
declining membership, the atrophying of grassroots activism and a lack 
of willingness by the union leaders to fight for workers’ rights, the 
unions were now vulnerable to a full-blown attack by the incoming 
Howard government’. 

Later in the book there is criticism of the trades union leadership during 
the struggle against WorkChoices and of the current stance of the Rudd 
government.  Bramble says (on p249):  ‘The Accord may be dead, and 
with no prospect of disinterment, but senior union leaders are determined 
to pursue the same political agenda that had such disastrous 
consequences for unions in the 1980s and 1990s’.  The author’s 
underlying assumption is that there is ongoing potential rank and file 
militancy, but that this is not harnessed, indeed is usually thwarted, by 
union leaderships.  So he concludes (on p251): ‘The current union 
leaders are not likely to countenance the kinds of struggles needed to 
rebuild trade unions, and the organised left is weaker than at any time 
since the late 19th century.’  His optimism for the future, if that is what it 
is, hinges on ‘consolidating a sizeable socialist organisation and 
rebuilding the networks of militants’ (p252). 

 
Pete Thomas and Greg Mallory  
The Coalminers of Queensland: a Narrative History of the Queensland 
Colliery Employees Union: volume 2: the Pete Thomas Essays  
CFMEU, Brisbane, 2007, 476 pp 

Here is a very ‘grounded’ (and sometimes under the ground) look at what 
unions and unionists actually do.  It is based on a series of articles written 
by Pete Thomas, a former journalist for Tribune and the Miners’ journal 
Common Cause, and subsequently re-worked for publication by Greg 
Mallory.  In one sense it is an official history, having the impramatur of 
the union, but it is also full of anecdotes about industrial conflicts, the 
development of the Queensland coalfields and the role that particular 
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branches and individuals played in struggles for workers’ rights.  
Struggles against the US-based multinational Utah are a central theme, 
not surprisingly, given the very hard line industrial relations policies 
adopted by that company during its period of dominance over the coal 
mining industry. 

The many illustrations in the book – and the journalistic style of Pete 
Thomas – give it a distinctively personal character.  The contribution of 
women, both in supportive womens’ auxiliaries and in leadership 
positions, gets recognition in this story of an otherwise overwhelmingly 
male workforce.  Attention is given throughout to the role played by 
particular union activists and officials during struggles over the miners’ 
wages and living conditions.  The book as a whole is a celebration of 
organised labour in a tough and hazardous industry that has been a major 
revenue-earner for the Australian economy. 

 
Jim Stanford  
Economics for Everyone: A Short Guide to the Economics of 
Capitalism  
Fernwood Publishing, Nova Scotia, Canada, 350 pp., $42 

This is the book that, for many years, people in the labour movement 
have been saying should be written.  If explains the characteristics of 
modern capitalism in language that is readily accessible to workers and 
members of the general public who have not had a formal education in 
economics.  The style is informal and conversational, the arguments 
readily intelligible.  Remarkably though, there is little feeling of ‘talking 
down’.  Indeed, some very sophisticated aspects of the economy are 
addressed, including money and banking, fiscal and monetary policies, 
the distribution of income (‘dividing the pie’), the causes of recessions, 
stock markets and financialisation.  Emphasis is placed on how the 
economy depends on social relationships, not just technical relationships, 
leading to change over time.  Concurrently, economics – as a means of 
understanding how the economy works – is shown to be inherently 
subjective, value-laden and political. 

The author, who is an economist working for the Canadian auto workers 
union, has written an excellent resource for activists.  It is a serious but 
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engaging read.  Implicitly, the approach derives from the Marxist 
approach to political economy – seeing the source of profit in work done 
by labour and emphasising the competitive forces shaping the uses of 
capital.  However, it is open to discussion about different strategies by 
which organised labour and other progressive groups can seek political 
economic change.  One chapter explores strategies for improving the 
capitalist system by striving for reforms directed at achieving a ‘high-
investment, sustainable economy’, while another looks at on what it 
means to pursue a socialist alternative in the current era.  In this way, 
tools for understanding the system and ‘de-mystification’ of economic 
theory are combined with an open-ended activist orientation.  As 
Stanford puts it (p.338) ‘ Workers and poor people only get as much 
from the economy as they are able to demand, fight for and win’. 

 
J. E. King (Ed),  
A Bibliographical Dictionary of Australian and New Zealand 
Economists  
Edward Elgar, Cheltenham, 2007, 337 pp. 

John King has compiled a fine volume on 130 prominent economists, 
each of whom gets between one and five pages summarising their life 
and works.  Particular emphasis is put on what has been their distinctive 
contribution, whether in academic economics or in the realm of practical 
economic policy-making.  To qualify for inclusion, each economist had 
to be: (i) dead (‘to limit the size of the book and to avoid invidious 
comparisons among the living’); (ii) eminent (a more contentious 
criterion); and (iii) having made significant contributions in Australia or 
New Zealand (irrespective of nationality or place of birth).  The entries 
are generally written to emphasise the positive features, sometimes 
reflecting close personal connections between author and subject (Geoff 
Harcourt on Eric Russell at the University of Adelaide or Warren Hogan 
on Colin Simkin at the University of Sydney, for example).  Some of the 
entries are one-off contributions but other authors have contributed 
multiple entries: Alex Millmow penned 15, second only to editor John 
King’s personal contribution of 17.  The descriptions of each economist’s 
work are informative, often given a little ‘personal touch’ by insights into 
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their life and times.  Each entry is accompanied by a short list of key 
sources and references. 

Taken as a whole, the book shows that Australasian economists have 
made substantial contributions, notwithstanding their peripheral location 
‘down under’ and their relatively small numbers, compared with 
economists in Europe and North America.  Some have been mainly 
focused on local concerns – the important role played by ‘Nugget’ 
Coombs in Australian ‘nation building’ after the second world war 
comes immediately to mind.  Others have contributed to global economic 
knowledge – an obvious example being the contribution of New 
Zealander A. W. Phillips, originator of the renowned ‘Phillips curve’ that 
was later used for justifying monetary policies in ways of which he 
personally disapproved. 

 
Ken Buckley  
Buckley’s: Ken Buckley: Historian, Author and Civil Libertarian  
A & A Publishing, 2008, 374pp, $29.95 plus $7 postage orders online at 
www.aampersanda.com, 

This is a very interesting autobiography, completed by Ken Buckley just 
before he died, and steered into a handsome publication by his widow, 
Berenice.  Justice Michael Kirby, who knew Ken well, contributes a 
characteristically charming and thoughtful introduction.  Ken was on the 
staff of the Economic History department at the University of Sydney 
from the early 1950s until the 1980s.  He worked closely with Ted 
Wheelwright who was in the Economics department there during the 
same three decades: they co-edited five volumes of Essays in the 
Political Economy of Australian Capitalism and jointly wrote two 
volumes of what was intended to be a three volume work on Australian 
history from a labour perspective.  Ken, like Ted, was involved in the 
struggle for political economy courses at the University, and there is an 
interesting chapter about that in the book. 

Beyond the ‘groves of academia’ Ken was best known for his role in 
creating and steering the Council for Civil Liberties.  Ken refers to the 
CCL as ‘my baby’ and many of the chapters in the book recount episodes 
from its development, its ups and downs, its relationship to the police, 
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the legal profession and the broader community.  Anecdotes abound, as 
do personal disclosures, laced with plentiful wit.  Ken writes engagingly 
and reflects honestly on his achievements and limitations.  He quotes the 
assessment of his rugby skills in his old school magazine: ‘He was very 
difficult to stop:  A good tackler’.  Indeed he was, in all respects.  His 
autobiography will obviously appeal most to those who knew him.  For 
those who did not, the book is of potential value in illustrating how 
Australia has evolved over the last half century, with particular emphasis 
on relationships between those in authority and those needing a good 
tackler on their side. 

 
Geoff Boucher & Matthew Sharpe  
The Times Will Suit Them: Postmodern Conservatism in Australia  
Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 2008, 256 pp, $35 

John Howard said ‘The times will suit me’ and they evidently did.  
Conditions of economic growth, coupled with concerns about terrorism 
on a global scale, created political conditions conducive to his style of 
politics.  Simultaneously though, he re-shaped the times, through the use 
of spin-doctors, wedge politics, exploitation of the ‘politics of fear’ and 
fuelling ‘the culture wars’.  The last aspect – given strong emphasis in 
this book – was a means of making ‘political correctness’ appear alien to 
‘the Australian way’ and creating an apparent division between ‘the 
battlers’ and ‘latté-sipping intellectuals’. 

It was the blend of neoliberal economic policies and cultural 
conservatism – exemplified by the ‘white picket fence’ imagery – that is 
distinctive.  Whether ‘postmodern conservatism’ is an appropriate label 
for this political blend is debateable.  Ultimately, of course, the strategy 
proved unsustainable, perhaps partly because the Coalition government 
overreached itself with the WorkChoices policies, so obviously in 
conflict with the interests of the working class ‘battlers’.  Perhaps also, as 
the authors note, incidents like the Chaser team’s fake ‘Bin Ladin’ stunt 
during the APEC Summit in Sydney in 2007 also contributed to the 
government’s loss of respect.  The Howard government’s Northern 
Territory ‘intervention’, ostensibly concerned with aboriginal child 
welfare, was evidently intended to be another of those ‘wedge’ issues 
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that it would use – like the Tampa in the 2003 election – for its own 
political advantage.  But the tide had evidently turned. 

This book reflects extensively on all these process, and more.  The key 
remaining question is whether we are now at the end of that era of so-
called postmodern conservatism, or whether there is ongoing legacy that 
will taint and corrupt Australian political life in the period ahead.  As the 
authors put it (p.229): ‘the challenge postmodern conservatism in 
Australia poses is whether Australians are willing to trade tolerance and 
liberty for social cohesion, or whether we can commit ourselves to an 
inclusive culture and an open society’. 

 
Philip McMichael  
Development and Social Change: a Global Perspective  
Fourth Edition, Sage Publications, Los Angeles, 2008, 347 pp., 
Distributed in Australia by Footprint Books, 1/6a Prosperity Parade, 
Warriewood, NSW 2102 

As the author notes in his preface, development is a difficult subject to 
teach.  Students in affluent societies, notwithstanding their humanitarian 
concerns with understanding and redressing the problems of poorer 
societies, often wrongly assume a ‘development continuum’ or an 
‘inevitable march of progress’ that rewards those ‘embracing modernity’.  
Thinking ‘reflexively about social change, development and global 
inequalities’ (p xvii) is necessary.  Understanding history helps, as does 
engagement with political economic theories of development having 
roots in Marx, Polanyi and Wallerstein’s world systems theory.  
McMichael’s book seeks to survey the main issues in understanding 
development in this context. 

Particular emphasis is put on how the ‘globalisation project’ of the last 
quarter century replaced the ‘development project’ on which previous 
attempts to improve living standards had been based.  This is much more 
than a reorientation from policies emphasising import-substitution to 
policies in pursuit of export-led industrialisation.  It is a paradigmatic 
shift, driven by a counter-mobilisation of corporate interests favouring a 
self-regulating market.  Politically, it is a shift from social democratic 
ambitions to neoliberal hegemony.  Far from resolving the challenge of 
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‘development’, the shift creates new and deeper inequalities.  McMichael 
illustrates the issues with clarity and authority and, in this new edition of 
his book, layers on a host of related contemporary concerns – including 
the importance of ecological issues, the rise of India and China, and 
Latin American challenges to neoliberalism. 

 
Ngaire Woods  
The Globalizers: the IMF, the World Bank and their Borrowers  
Cornell University Press, Ithaca, 2006, 253 pp., $33.95  
Distributed in Australia by Footprint Books, 1/6a Prosperity Parade, 
Warriewood, NSW 2102. 

This is a careful study of these two powerful and controversial 
institutions, seeking to assess how, and how well, they function.  It notes 
that, although ‘the evidence about IMF and World Bank impact is 
mixed’, even their internal evaluations suggest ‘little conclusive impact 
of net positive effect’ (p. 5).  The ways in which the two institutions 
operate are seen as reflecting the influence of three factors: powerful 
governments, particularly the USA; the influence of professional 
economists within the IMF and World Bank; and their relationships with 
borrowing governments – relationships that can be either persuasive or 
coercive. 

The global mission of the IMF and World Bank is a central theme.  In 
effect, the book illustrates their role in the ‘globalisation project’ that 
McMichael’s book emphasises.  The institutional detail that Woods 
presents also shows some important differences between the two 
institutions, leading to recurrent tensions between their roles.  Perhaps 
the central conundrum is how ‘several thousand economists [who] do 
their best to collect, analyse and interpret data in a professional way’ 
(p16) generate so little positive benefit within nations desperately 
needing help.  The explanation lies in the dominance of particular 
ideologies, moulded by institutional cultures and serving powerful 
sectional interests.  This is a familiar political economic story: here the 
author tells it in a low-key and thoughtful manner that it leads to 
reformist, rather than radical, conclusions.  Case studies of Mexico, 
Russia and sub-Saharan Africa illustrate specific problems.  The author 
concedes that the IMF and World Bank have become ‘institutions 
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increasingly financed by the poor and directed by the rich’ (p213) but 
retains a reformist inclination, contrasting with the critics who have 
recurrently called for the two institutions to be wound up. 

 
Heribert Dieter (Ed)  
The Evolution of Regionalism in Asia  
Routledge, Abingdon, 2007, 208 pp. 

Heribert Dieter is a political economist based in Berlin who has written 
extensively on contemporary international issues, particularly the 
tensions arising from regionalism and its contradictory relationship with 
globalisation.  He has contributed two articles to this journal on related 
themes, also drawing on his first-hand observations of Australian 
economic policies.  Here he puts the spotlight on contemporary 
developments in Asia.  Ten chapters by contributors from Japan, France, 
Belgium, Australia and the USA examine concepts of regionalism and 
inter-regional relations; regionalism in trade, finance and production; and 
questions about how regional integration affects the prospects for peace 
and security.  Attention is given to historical conceptions of an ‘Asian 
community’, the rise of China, the role of Japan, bilateral trade 
agreements, monetary regionalism and corporate strategy.  The various 
chapters originated in a conference at the University of Warwick, UK, 
held in 2005.  Dieter himself provides two of the chapters and a useful 
‘scene-setting’ introduction.  The book should be of specific interest to 
readers concerned with understanding contemporary attempts to foster 
regional integration in Asia. 

 
David M. Andrews (Ed)  
International Monetary Power  
Cornell University Press, Ithaca, 2006, 216 pp., $58.95  
Distributed in Australia by Footprint Books, 1/6a Prosperity Parade, 
Warriewood, NSW 2102. 

This title has obvious appeal at a time of global financial crisis.  We 
certainly need good explanations of international monetary 
arrangements, their problems and what regulatory changes might produce 
more stable and equitable economic outcomes.  However, that is not 
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what this book is primarily about.  Its more narrow concern is with 
‘monetary statecraft’, looking at how government can make strategic 
changes in national monetary arrangements and exchange-rate policies in 
order to influence their power relations with other nation states. 

As Jonathan Kirschner notes, it is almost axiomatic that ‘as long as there 
are states and money, states will attempt to manipulate monetary 
relations to advance their political objectives’ (p 139).  His chapter gives 
some examples, as does a useful chapter by Louis Pauly that concludes 
the book with empirical evidence about how monetary arrangements 
influence power relationships between the most powerful states (like the 
USA) and ‘follower states’ (like Canada).  Most of the book, however, 
seems more concerned with theoretical arguments about the nature of 
power (structural power, process power), pathways for the exercise of 
power (micro-level, macro-level) and so forth.  For this reason it is 
unlikely to have much appeal beyond academics interested in the field of 
international political economy from a political science perspective. 

 
H. Leitner, J. Peck and E. S. Sheppard (Eds)  
Contesting Neoliberalism: Urban Frontiers  
Guilford Press, New York, 2007, 340 pp, $53.95 

This edited collection of fifteen articles explores how neoliberalism has 
affected people in cities during the last couple of decades.  The editors 
are geography professors at different US universities, but the contributors 
come from various other countries around the globe – South Africa, New 
Zealand, Canada, UK, Norway and Germany.  The central theme is that 
‘cities are at the forefront of neoliberalism … hollowing out the nation-
state and, making cities increasingly responsible for international 
competitiveness’ (p2).  Many of the chapters show how this ‘neoliberal 
urbanism’ has driven change.  What economic geographers Peck and 
Tickell previously called ‘roll-back neoliberalisation’ (undermining and 
discrediting Keynesian-welfarist and social-collectivist institutions) and 
‘roll-out neoliberalisation’ (imposing a combination of market-oriented 
policies and state authoritarianism) are much in evidence.  Therein lie a 
host of conflicts, contradictions and challenges. 



154     JOURNAL OF AUSTRALIAN POLITICAL ECONOMY  No 62 

The neoliberal initiatives have tended to increase economic inequalities 
and undermine universal access to public goods and services.  This 
creates predicable anxieties and resistance.  As urban sociologist Manuel 
Castells argued in his early writings, the functioning of the modern 
metropolis requires state provision of the items of ‘collective 
consumption’: public transport, public housing, public education, etc.  To 
undermine that provision or to make access more dependent on people’s 
ability to pay necessarily generates contradictions.  It is the focus on the 
challenges arising from those contradictory processes that is the great 
strength of the book.  The different chapters show how – in cities as 
diverse as Johannesburg, Chicago, Seattle, Cancun, Calgary and Berlin – 
there have been multiple and effective sites of class-based and popular 
resistance.  The sub-headings in the editors’ concluding chapter 
summarise this theme: ‘neoliberalism: all over the place?’; ‘spaces of 
contentious politics’; ‘another city is possible’.  Indeed. 
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